Extrapolating published survival curves to obtain evidence-based estimates of life expectancy in cerebral palsy.
Studies reporting long-term survival probabilities for cohorts of persons with cerebral palsy provide evidence-based information on the life expectancy of those cohorts. Some studies have provided estimates of life expectancy based on extrapolation of such evidence, whereas many others have opted not to do so. Here we review the basic methods of life table analysis necessary for performing such extrapolations, and apply these methods to obtain evidence-based estimates of life expectancy from several studies that do not report such estimates themselves.